
 

Annual Co nf e r e nc e  and  G e ne r al M e e t i ng  – 28 t h  &  29 t h  Aug us t  20 1 0  
Saturday 28th August 

� Annual Conference and AGM commences at 11am at Eltham Valley Pantry    
713 Boat Harbour Road, Eltham, NSW. Lunch provided for members (please 

confirm attendance for catering purposes). 

� Keynote speaker is Dr Ben Thomas an expert in plant nutrition with experience 
of pecan orchard nutrition – presentation commencing at 11am. 

� Mark Hickey, Industry Leader (Tropical Horticulture) NSW Primary Industries. 
Irrigation theory – when to water and when enough is enough. 

� Dawn Thornton introduces the new APGA website. 

� Scott Clark talks about our success at Primex field days. 

� Presentation of the second Deane Stahmann Scholarship. 

� Nut judging competition and pecan cooking competition. 

� AGM - APGA Committee Members elected – nomination form attached. 

� Evening dinner 7.00pm at Eltham Valley Inn (numbers limited, book now!). 

Confirm with Terry Bates on 02-6564 8747 (bellbowra@bordernet.com.au) for 
Saturday attendance for catering and for evening dinner bookings. 

Sunday 29th August 

� Field day commences at 9am. We are guests of James and Janet Russell at 
their highly productive 1500 mature pecan trees near Kyogle. 

� At our second venue we will look at pecan tree training at the Kyogle orchard of 
Kerry Byrne where he has 5000 young pecan trees. 

 

Nut Judging - Send your 450g of nuts to APGA PO Box 590 Lismore NSW 2480 by 
24th August. 

Pecan Cooking Competition – Bring your edible pecan delights for judging and eating 
on the day. 

Australian Pecan 
G ro w ers’  Asso ciatio n 

Winter 2 010  N ew s l etter 
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  K e y no t e  s p e ak e r  – D r  B e n T h o m as  
D r B en T h om as h as a B ach elor of  Ag ricultural S cience ( H onours)  ( S oil S cience)  and  Ph D  f rom  
th e U niv ersity  of  Ad elaid e.  H e is a C ertif ied  Practising  Ag riculturist ( C PAg ) .  
D r B en T h om as is an ex p erienced  consultant with  ex p ertise in p lant nutrition,  soil ch em istry ,  
soil b iolog y  and  soil water.  B en p rov id es ex p ert ind ep end ent ad v ice on soil and  p lant tissue 
analy ses and  f ertiliser recom m end ations,  soil m anag em ent issues and  crop  p rod uction f or a 
wid e rang e of  p erennial and  annual crop s.  B en h as work ed  on m any  p roj ects inv olv ing  v arious 
asp ects of  crop  p rod uction,  soil m anag em ent,  natural resource m anag em ent and  irrig ation.  H is 
oth er p rof essional interests are in R & D  p roj ect m anag em ent,  contract research ,  sustainab le 
p rod uction and  ex tension activ ities.  

AG P A W e b s i t e  no w  li v e  o n-li ne  
As y ou all k now D awn T h ornton and  S cott C lark  h av e b een work ing  on a p ecan g rowers 
web site wh ich  is now liv e and  can b e f ound  at www.pecangrowers.org.au 
T h is web site h as b een p rod uced  f or around  $ 1 0 0 0  and  rep resents g reat v alue f or m oney .   
Get on-line and  ch eck  it out!  

  T h e  Aus t r ali an N ut  I nd us t r y  
E x tract f rom  th e Australian Nut I nd ustry  C ouncil S ub m ission to th e Prod uctiv ity  C om m ission 
I nq uiry  into th e Australian Gov ernm ent R esearch  and  D ev elop m ent C orp orations M od el 
“T h e Australian tree nut ind ustry  is rap id ly  ex p and ing .  C urrent Australian nut p rod uction h as a 
com m ercial v alue of  ab out $ 35 0  m illion.  Ad d itional p rod uction f rom  new tree nut orch ard s will 
g enerate an ind ustry  v alue of  m ore th an $ 1  b illion with in 8  y ears,  lead ing  to $ 1  b illion in 
ex p orts b y  20 20 ;  an ex p ort p erf orm ance wh ich  will ex ceed  th e total Australian h orticulture 
ex p orts f or 20 0 8 .  
T h e nut ind ustries receiv e little assistance f rom  g ov ernm ent.  I m p ort tarif f s h av e long  b een z ero 
or v ery  low.  S ince th e neg otiation of  th e F T A with  th e U S ,  th ere is ef f ectiv ely  no tarif f  
p rotection of  Australian nut ind ustries.  H owev er,  nut ind ustries of ten f ace sig nif icant tarif f  
b arriers in current and  p otential ex p ort m ark ets. ”  
 

  20 0 9 -20 1 0  P r e s i d e nt ’ s  R e p o r t  
I  h av e d ecid ed  af ter th ree y ears not to stand  ag ain f or th e role of  Presid ent of  th e Australian 
Pecan Growers Association ( APGA) .  W e are ex p and ing  our certif ied  org anic g arlic and  h ay  
p rod uction and  I  will b e sp end ing  m ore tim e f ocussed  on th ese in th e nex t f ew y ears.  
I  f eel th at th e APGA h as turned  th e corner with  f inances in consid erab ly  b etter sh ap e d ue to 
our sp onsorsh ip  arrang em ent with  S tah m ann F arm  E nterp rises.  T h e ag reem ent with  S tah m ann 
F arm  E nterp rises was one of  m y  f irst task s as Presid ent and  th is turned  around  y ears of  
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d eclining  f inances.  I  h av e as Presid ent soug h t to b uild  a f inancial b uf f er wh ich  will in tim e enab le 
APGA to p rov id e m ore serv ices to m em b ers,  f irst th ing s f irst.  W e h av e b uilt up on th e g reat 
work  of  J am es Pay ne in d ev elop m ent of  our newsletter and  continue to org anise f ield  d ay s and  
m ach inery  f or sale/ wanted  notices,  in f uture v ia th e web site.   
D awn T h ornton h as p ut a lot of  energ y  into d ev elop m ent of  our f irst web site and  th is is now 
liv e at www. p ecang rowers. org . au.  Giv en th e larg e num b er of  calls and  e-m ails I  g et f rom  p ecan 
b uy ers ( C h ina,  H ong  K ong ,  S ing ap ore,  U S A,  E urop e,  T urk ey  and  th e M id d le E ast)  we h av e 
includ ed  a p ecan b uy ers list on th e site and  also a p ecans f or sale list f or g rowers to tak e 
ad v antag e of .  T h is is f ree f or m em b ers.  
S cott C lark  m anag ed  our p articip ation at th e Prim ex  F ield  D ay s in J une.  F eed b ack  h as b een v ery  
p ositiv e b oth  in resp ect of  S cott’s ef f orts at p resenting  a p rof essional org anisation,  and ,  th e 
b enef its of  p utting  th e p ecan ind ustry  f orward  to th e p ub lic,  p otential g rowers and  consum ers.  
S cott also assisted  with  web site d ev elop m ent.  
D enise K itch in h as b een a p rof essional and  saf e p air of  h and s as T reasurer and  h as g enerously  
ag reed  to continue f or a second  y ear.  D enise also d eserv es th e cred it f or a successf ul f ield  d ay  
at Gatton in F eb ruary  th is y ear.  R ich ard  Genest will continue as th e APGA rep resentativ e on 
th e ANI C  b oard  and  will p rov id e us with  up d ates f rom  tim e to tim e.  J am es Pay ne h as h elp ed  
org anise th e annual conf erence and  p rov id ed  sound  ad v ice wh ere called  up on.  I  h av e continued  
to p ester f orm er com m ittee m em b ers Geof f  &  D eb b ie B ug d en with  q uestions.  T h ese h av e 
b een k ind ly  answered  with  th eir usual enth usiasm  f or th e p ecan ind ustry  m uch  ev id ent.  
As Presid ent I  h av e rep resented  Australian p ecan g rowers as a b oard  m em b er of  th e Australian 
Nut I nd ustry  C ouncil ( ANI C ) .  M y  k ey  inp uts d uring  th is tim e were inv olv em ent in th e 
d ev elop m ent of  ANI C ’s strateg ic p lan and  rewriting  th e constitution f or ANI C .  ANI C  p rov id es 
m any  v aluab le serv ices to nut g rowers alth oug h  th ese are p erh ap s not ob v ious or ap p reciated  
as such .  ANI C  h as an im p ortant role in th e f uture of  all Australian tree nut ind ustries b ut f aces 
ch alleng es associated  with  th e g reatly  d if f ering  scales of  th e v arious nut ind ustries.   
I  h av e of f ered  to continue on th e APGA com m ittee with  th e role of  p rod ucing  th e newsletters.  
I  would  lik e to th ank  th e v arious com m ittee m em b ers f or th eir ef f orts ov er th e last th ree 
y ears.  T h eir work  m ak es th e j ob  of  Presid ent easier.  T h e m em b ers of  APGA are a g reat b unch  
of  p eop le and  I  h av e enj oy ed  interactions with  y ou.  U nself ish  sh aring  of  k nowled g e b y  m em b ers 
h elp s to m ak e th e p ecan ind ustry  sp ecial.  
T erry  B ates  
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  O k lah o m a S t at e  U ni v e r s i t y  o n-li ne  p e c an c o ur s e  
T h e course d etails b elow h av e b een tak en f rom  th e web site of  O k lah om a S tate U niv ersity  
wh ich  can b e f ound  at:     h ttp : / / p ecan. ok state. ed u/  
F U N D A M E N T A L S  O F  P E C A N  M A N A G E M E N T  

“T h is online v ersion of  th e O k lah om a Pecan M anag em ent C ourse is of f ered  to h elp  p resent or 
p rosp ectiv e p ecan p rod ucers im p rov e th eir p ecan m anag em ent p rog ram  or m ak e b etter 
inf orm ed  d ecisions on f uture p ecan inv estm ents.   
T h is self  stud y  course is b ased  on cond itions com m on to O k lah om a' s p ecan p rod uction b ut 
p rincip les and  tech niq ues d iscussed  h av e ap p lication th roug h out m uch  of  th e U nited  S tates 
p ecan p rod uction reg ion.  L ik ewise,  it is g eared  toward  com m ercial p ecan p rod ucers of  all siz es 
b ut can b e easily  ap p lied  to h ob b y  orch ard s as well as b ack  y ard  trees.  
T h e course is org aniz ed  into sev en p h ases as f ollows:  

1 .  I ntrod uction:  C h aracteristics of  th e O k lah om a I nd ustry ;  D ef initions;  B otany  of  th e 
p ecan;  H um an d ietary  b enef its of  p ecans;  Auth or cred its;  S p onsorsh ip .  

2.  Nativ e p ecan m anag em ent:  Assessing  inv estm ent p otential;  Grov e im p rov em ent;  
M anag em ent p riorities;  O rch ard  f loor m anag em ent;  Pecans and  liv estock ;  D eterm ining  
p ecan tree v alue;  O rg anic p rod uction 

3.  I m p rov ed  v ariety  m anag em ent:  O rch ard  site selection;  O rch ard  estab lish m ent;  
Prop ag ation;  V ariety  selection;  Nutrition;  T raining ;  Pruning ;  I rrig ation;  C rop  load  
m anag em ent;  W eed  control 

4.  Pest m anag em ent:  I PM  concep ts;  I nsect m anag em ent;  D isease m anag em ent;  W ild lif e 
d ep red ation m anag em ent;  O rg anic op tions.  

5 .  S torag e,  F ood  S af ety  and  S anitation:  S torag e consid erations;  F ood  saf ety ;  S anitation 
6 .  E conom ics and  m ark eting :  E conom ics;  M ark eting  
7 .  E q uip m ent:  O v erv iew;  M inim um  eq uip m ent need s;  C om m only  used  eq uip m ent;  “ 

T h e course costs U S $ 7 5 . 0 0  and  y ou will b e p rov id ed  a usernam e and  p assword  th at will allow 
unlim ited  access to th e training  course f or one y ear.  
T o reg ister,  or,  if  y ou h av e any  q uestions,  p lease send  e-m ail to step h anie. larim er@ ok state. ed u 
or call U S A + 40 5 -7 44-5 40 4.  
 

E q ui p m e nt  f o r  S ale  
U sed  elev ating  work  p latf orm s ( h y d ralad as)  are av ailab le f rom  W ood ch uck  L and scap e S y stem s 
on 1 8 0 0  6 5 5  5 42 or e-m ail:  j oe@ wooch uck . com . au.    New h y d ralad as,  b in tip p ers and  
m eg ab ins are av ailab le th roug h  AI M  sales on 0 2-6 9 6 4 46 8 8 .    

 C o m m ittee:  
 President:  T erry  B at es  0 2  6 5 6 4  8 7 4 7      b el l b owra@ b ord ernet .com .au 
  S ec reta ry :  D awn T h ornt on  0 2  6 5 6 4  8 7 4 7  
 T rea su rer:  D eni se K i t ch i n 0 7  5 4 6 2  9 1 2 9  
 C o m m ittee m em b ers: J am es P ay ne  0 2  6 6 2 9 1 4 1 8                  S cot t  C l ark  0 2  6 6 2 4 3 3 7 8  
                                       R i ch ard  G enest   0 7 -4 6 9 9  9 4 5 2  
A u s tra l ia n P ec a n G ro w ers  A s s o c ia tio n:   P O  B ox  5 9 0  L i sm ore,  N S W  2 4 8 0  
 


